Certification and Agreement for Funding for
the American Rescue Plan Elementary and
Secondary Education Relief Fund (ARP ESSER)

BACKGROUND

Purpose

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) 2021 was signed into law on March 11, 2021 and provides an additional
$122.8 billion for the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ARP ESSER Fund). ARP ESSER
Fund awards to SEAs are in the same proportion as each State received funds under Part A of Title | of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, in fiscal year 2020.

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) is distributing these funds by application in alignment with the federal
distribution formula. This new funding is intended to help local education agencies safely reopen schools,
measure and effectively address accelerated learning, and take other actions to mitigate the impact of COVID-19
on the students and families who depend on our K-12 schools.

Although the ARP ESSER uses of funds are similar to those for ESSER | and ESSER Il, there are important
distinctions between the ARP ESSER and other ESSER programs, including the period of funds availability,
equitable services to non-public schools, maintenance of effort, and a report on efforts to measure and address
accelerated learning. LEAs may plan to use all remaining ESSER | and ESSER Il funds before making use of the
ARP ESSER funds, given the shorter remaining period of availability, however this is not a requirement. Please
consult the accompanying fact sheet to learn more about the ARP ESSER program.

As part of the required state application for the U.S. Department of Education, USBE leaders met with a diverse
group of stakeholders to get input on statewide needs in May 2021. USBE identified the following three issues
currently facing students and schools across Utah as a result of or in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. We
urge LEAs to consider these priority areas in designing plans for the use of ARP ESSER funds.

1. Student mental health and social emotional needs including student health foundations and protective

factors.
2. Missing or Disengaged Students in K-12
3. Literacy

The ARP ESSER funds require that an LEA engage in meaningful consultation with stakeholders in the
development of this plan. The LEA will assure that the public has been provided the opportunity to provide input
to the LEA ARP ESSER plan, that the LEA has taken the public input into account, and that the local school board
has adopted the LEA’s plan for the use of ARP ESSER funds in an open and public meeting.
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Federal Allowable Use Cases

Generally, in determining whether an activity is an allowable use of funds, a State or LEA must determine:

Is the use of funds intended to prevent, prepare for, or respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, including its
impact on the social, emotional, mental health, and academic needs of students?

Does the use of funds fall under one of the authorized uses of ESSER or GEER funds?

Is the use of funds permissible under the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance, 2 CFR Part 200)? In particular, is it necessary
and reasonable for the performance of the ARP ESSER award?

The use cases as described in the federal American Rescue Plan legislation is detailed below. In addition, LEAs

may consider the following companion guidance that was created by the Hunt Institute to support states and

LEAs.

Uses of Funds. —A local educational agency that receives funds from ARP ESSER:

1.

Shall reserve not less than 20 percent of such funds to address learning loss through the
implementation of evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment,
extended day, comprehensive afterschool programs, or extended school year programs, and
ensure that such interventions respond to students’ academic, social, and emotional needs and
address the disproportionate impact of the coronavirus on the student subgroups described in
section 1111(b)(2)(B)(xi) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311(b)(2)(B)(xi)), students experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care; and

Shall use the remaining funds for any of the following:

2.

o v AW

10.

11.

Any activity authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

Any activity authorized by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Any activity authorized by the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act.

Any activity authorized by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006.
Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local educational agencies with State, local,
Tribal, and territorial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to improve
coordinated responses among such entities to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
Activities to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children with
disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students experiencing homelessness, and
foster care youth, including how outreach and service delivery will meet the needs of each
population.

Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the preparedness and response
efforts of local educational agencies.

Training and professional development for staff of the local educational agency on sanitation and
minimizing the spread of infectious diseases.

Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of a local educational agency, including
buildings operated by such agency.

Planning for, coordinating, and implementing activities during long-term closures, including
providing meals to eligible students, providing technology for online learning to all students,
providing guidance for carrying out requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
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Act and ensuring other educational services can continue to be provided consistent with all
Federal, State, and local requirements.

12. Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software, and connectivity) for students
who are served by the local educational agency that aids in regular and substantive educational
interaction between students and their classroom instructors, including low-income students and
children with disabilities, which may include assistive technology or adaptive equipment.

13. Providing mental health services and supports, including through the implementation of evidence-
based full-service community schools.

14. Planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and supplemental afterschool
programs, including providing classroom instruction or online learning during the summer months
and addressing the needs of low-income students, children with disabilities, English learners,
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care.

15. Addressing learning loss among students, including low-income students, children with disabilities,
English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students experiencing homelessness, and children
and youth in foster care, of the local educational agency, including by—

(i) administering and using high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable, to
accurately assess students’ academic progress and assist educators in meeting students’
academic needs, including through differentiating instruction;

(ii) implementing evidence-based activities to meet the comprehensive needs of students;
(iii) providing information and assistance to parents and families on how they can
effectively support students, including in a distance learning environment; and

(iv) tracking student attendance and improving student engagement in distance education.

16. School facility repairs and improvements to enable operation of schools to reduce risk of virus
transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards, and to support student health needs.

17. Inspection, testing, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects to improve the indoor
air quality in school facilities, including mechanical and non-mechanical heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning systems, filtering, purification and other air cleaning, fans, control systems, and
window and door repair and replacement.

18. Developing strategies and implementing public health protocols including, to the greatest extent
practicable, policies in line with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for
the reopening and operation of school facilities to effectively maintain the health and safety of
students, educators, and other staff.

19. Other activities that are necessary to maintain the operation of and continuity of services in local
educational agencies and continuing to employ existing staff of the local educational agency.

Non-Allowable Use Cases

The Department generally does not consider the following to be an allowable use of ESSER funds, under any part
of section 313:
1. subsidizing or offsetting executive salaries and benefits of individuals who are not employees of the LEAs
2. expenditures related to state or local teacher or faculty unions or associations
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Funding

The USBE intends to award funding to eligible LEAs based on FFY 2020 Title I-A allocations as directed by the U.S.
Department of Education. The USBE has also established a base allocation for all LEAs using the state set aside as
we did with the original ESSER | and ESSER Il awards.

One-Time Funding
LEAs should note that the ARP ESSER is one-time funding that must be utilized by September 30, 2023
and plan expenses accordingly.

(Please note, due to the federal Tydings Amendment, awardees have an additional 12-months to submit
final reimbursement paperwork, which is the 09/30/24 date referenced in the fact sheet. We are
encouraging all of our LEAs to make plans to spend by the end of the award period 09/30/23.)

Equitable Services:

An LEA that receives ARP ESSER funds under this grant is not required to provide equitable services to
non-public school students and teachers with the ARP ESSER funding. The Utah State Board of Education
is administering the new Emergency Assistance for Non-Public Schools (Utah EANS Website) program,
which allows non-public schools to seek equitable services directly from USBE.

Maintenance of Records:

Records pertaining to this award under 2 C.F.R. 200.334 and 34 C.F.R. 76.730, including financial records
related to use of grant funds, must be retained separately from the LEAs original ESSER | funds awarded
in 2020 and ESSER Il awarded in 2021.

Application Deadline: August 20, 2021 at 5:00 PM in the Utah Grants Management System

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis through the Utah Grants Management system. Most outcomes
are determined within 2-3 business days from submission.

USBE Points of Contact:

Sara Harward
CARES Educational Specialist, USBE
sara.harward@schools.utah.gov

Sarah Young
Director of Strategic Initiatives, USBE
sarah.young@schools.utah.gov



